Aetat.64.]     His JOURNEY TO  THE HEBRIDES.            3! I
In the course of his self-examination with retrospect to this year, he seems to have been much dejected ; for he says, January i, 1774,'This year has passed with so little improvement, that I doubt whether I have not rather impaired than increased my learning1;' and yet we have seen how he read, and we know how he talked during that period.
He was now seriously engaged in writing an account of our travels in the Hebrides, in consequence of which I had the pleasure of a more frequent correspondence with him.
' To JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ.
'DEAR SIR,
' My operations have been hindered by a cough; at least I flatter myself, that if my cough had not come, I should have been
further advanced.    But I have had no intelligence from Dr. W------,
[Webster,] nor from the Excise-office, nor from you. No account of the little boroughQ. Nothing of the Erse language. I have yet heard nothing of my box.
'You must make haste and gather me all you can, and do it quickly, or I will and shall do without it.
' Make my compliments to Mrs. Boswell, and tell her that I do not love her the less for wishing me away. I gave her trouble enough, and shall be glad, in recompense, to give her any pleasure.
' I would send some porter into the Hebrides, if I knew which way it could be got to my kind friends there. Enquire, and let me know.
' Make my compliments to all the Doctors of Edinburgh, and to all my friends, from one end of Scotland to the other.
' Write to me, and send me what intelligence you can: and if
added he, " storm and bluster myself a little this time ;"—so went to London in all the wrath he could muster up. At his return I asked how the affair ended: " Why," said he, " I was a fierce fellow, and pretended to be very angry, and Thomas was a good-natured fellow, and pretended to be very sorry; so there the matter ended : I believe the dog loves me dearly. Mr. Thrale" (turning to my husband), " What shall you and I do that is good for Tom Davies ? We will do something for him to be sure." ' Piozzi's Anec. p. 55.
1 Prayers and Meditations, p. 129.    BOSWELL.
a The ancient Burgh of Prestick, in,Ayrshire.   BOSWELL.
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